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The W. Garfield Weston Foundation supports Durham College farming operations with $1
million donation
DC receives support to increase its food production, experiment with newer agriculture practices
and provide students with new experiential learning opportunities
Oshawa, Ont. – Durham College (DC) is pleased to share that The W. Garfield Weston Foundation (the
Foundation) has donated $1 million to fund the expansion of farming operations at the W. Galen
Weston Centre for Food (CFF) to support experiential learning opportunities for DC students.
The success of the Horticulture Technician and Horticulture – Food and Farming programs over the last
two years has resulted in a doubling of enrolment and a greater demand for fresh foods from the field.
This donation will support the construction of a post-harvest and storage facility, greenhouse expansion
and the implementation of container farming, all of which will increase and better process the CFF’s
food production, allow for experimentation of newer agriculture practices, and provide students with
new experiential learning opportunities.
“The Foundation is pleased to support Durham College and its students once again as they continue to
pave the way for a new-generation approach to local food and sustainability,” said Eliza Mitchell,
director, the Foundation. “This grant will allow for more food production, new opportunities to teach
non-traditional farming and, most importantly, more chances for students to gain critical skills that will
put them in demand upon graduation.”
The first half of the Foundation’s donation will go towards building the post-harvest conditioning and
storage facility in the spring of 2019. This will improve the CFF’s process operations and farm work flows
and provide for long-term storage of produce, while also minimizing food waste. Once completed, the
grant will further support greenhouse expansion to increase space and allow for more students, plants
and projects, and introduce innovative container farming to allow for small-scale agriculture and yearround growing. The additions will also increase the supply of fresh food coming directly to the CFF’s
culinary programs and its business operations, Bistro ’67, Pantry and special events.
“On behalf of Durham College and the CFF, we are tremendously grateful for the generosity and the
ongoing support from The W. Garfield Weston Foundation through this thoughtful donation,” said Don
Lovisa, president, DC. “These projects will continue to enhance all of the CFF’s post-secondary
programming and provide significant experiential learning benefits to our current students while further
positioning us as best in class with our unique field-to-fork model of education and service delivery.”
-30-

About Durham College
At Durham College (DC), the student experience comes first. With campuses in Oshawa and Whitby and
a learning site in Pickering, we offer approximately 13,600 full-time post-secondary and apprenticeship
students access to more than 140 full-time and nine apprenticeship programs, including the new
Honours Bachelor of Health Care Technology Management degree.
We enable students to develop the career-ready skills required to meet the demands of today’s job
market by connecting them with expert faculty and offering quality programs. With a focus on
experiential learning through field-placements, applied research, co-ops and other hands-on
opportunities, DC grads have the skills and knowledge employers need.
The Oshawa campus features DC’s newest building the Centre for Collaborative Education which
represents the college’s commitment to working with local business and community partners while
bringing together local, Indigenous and global communities and members of key business sectors.
DC’s Whitby campus features the W. Galen Weston Centre for Food, which includes Bistro ’67, a fullservice, teaching-inspired restaurant, and Pantry, a retail store featuring food prepared by students in
the college’s culinary programs.
For more information, visit www.durhamcollege.ca or call 905.721.2000.
About The W. Garfield Weston Foundation
For three generations, The W. Garfield Weston Foundation has pursued its mission to enhance and
enrich the lives of Canadians. With a focus on medical research, the environment, and education, the
Foundation aims to catalyze inquiry and innovation to bring about long-term change. As the Foundation
marks its 60th anniversary, it continues to collaborate with a broad range of Canadian charities to
further world-class research, explore new ideas, and create tangible benefits for the communities in
which it works.
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