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Wildlife Gets A Lift From The W. Garfield Weston Foundation

By Wildlife Conservation Society Canada

Dated: Nov 23, 2010

The Wildlife Conservation Society Canada announced today it has received a two-year grant from The W.
Garfield Weston Foundation that will help fund vital conservation efforts.

(November 23, 2010) – The Wildlife Conservation Society Canada announced today it has received a
two-year grant from The W. Garfield Weston Foundation that will help fund continued conservation efforts
in two of Canada’s most pristine, yet imminently threatened, northern regions — Ontario’s Far North and
Northern British Columbia/Southern Yukon.
 
 Working in these priority landscapes since 2002, WCS Canada’s conservation efforts have focused on
vulnerable wildlife such as caribou, wolverines, and freshwater fish. With the Foundation’s previous
support, WCS has succeeded in building conservation partnerships and integrating research findings into
land use and species recovery outcomes in these priority regions. 
 
 The W. Garfield Weston Foundation is a private, family charitable foundation committed to making grants
in Canada for the benefit of Canadians, and has supported WCS’s work in these regions since February
2009. 
 
 Geordie Dalglish, Chairman of The W. Garfield Weston Foundation said, “We are very pleased to support
WCS. Their scientific research is essential and positions Canadian scientists to take leadership roles in the
international issues that affect Canada's North.”  
 
 WCS will use the new funding to continue to develop science-based solutions for conservation initiatives
involving northern wildlife and wild places. Future field projects will include assessing the ecological needs
of wetland-dependent wildlife such as moose, beaver, and breeding birds in the Yukon. This information
will be used to inform forestry, agriculture and other development to help minimize impacts on wildlife and
their habitats. WCS will also use field research to identify areas of wilderness to protect in Northern
Ontario based on the needs of wildlife and local communities. 
  
 “The conservation challenges in Canada’s north are diverse, numerous and immediate,” said Dr. Justina
Ray, Executive Director of WCS Canada. “But so too are the opportunities to protect these unique and wild
places and the wildlife that lives there. We are grateful for the support from The W. Garfield Weston
Foundation and the chance to continue this important work.”  
 
 Along with helping to fund long-term conservation objectives, the Foundation’s grant monies will be used
to mentor young scientists through The W. Garfield Weston Foundation Fellowship Program.

Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) Canada was incorporated as a conservation organization in Canada
in 2004. The mission of WCS Canada is to conserve wildlife and wild places by understanding the issues,
developing science-based solutions, and working with others to carry out conservation actions across
Canada. WCS Canada is distinguished from other environmental organizations through our role in
generating science through field and applied research, and by using our results to encourage collaboration
among scientific communities, organizations and policy makers to achieve conservation results. WCS
Canada is independently registered and managed, while retaining a strong collaborative working relationship
with sister WCS programs in more than 55 countries. Visit: www.wcscanada.org 
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